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DETAILED ACTION 

A. The finality of the previous Office action is withdrawn in view of the rejections 
presented below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 4 and 6-14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the Applicants Admitted Prior Art (hereinafter AAPA) in view of U.S. patent 
5,465,379 to Li et al. 

With regard to claim 1 , AAPA states that when, in optical transport networks, a 
connection setup request is made (page 1, lines 20+), one of the problems that results 
is resource contention which occurs because cross connect requests are made for the 
same common link path at the same time, from alternate ends of the connection (lines 
32+) which ties up wavelength ports. AAPA also teaches using signaling to set up a 
cross connect in line 21 of page 1 . AAPA does not address the solution to this problem, 
however, by having neighboring nodes negotiate a predefined sequence to assign a link 
resource. 

Li et al teaches using a cyclic permutation of the wavelengths to avoid this type 
of contention. See col 4 lines 28 - 45 and figure 2. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have used the signaling taught in AAPA to communicate a negotiated 
permutation of the wavelength assignments in a predefined sequence associated with 
the ports in the nodes of AAPA in light of the teachings of Li et al in order to provide a 
efficient means for avoiding contention on the connection between the said nodes when 
a communication signal is placed across the said connection. 

With regard to claim 2, see figure 2 and col 4 and note the essentially tabular 
form of the data, and that it would be well within the ordinary skill in the art to place this 
data into an actual table in order to share it between the two nodes. 

With regard to claim 3, the system of Li et al is optical. 

With regard to claim 4, wavelengths are the resources. 

With regard to claim 6, see the discussion of claims 1 and 2 above. 

With regard to claim 7, wavelengths are the resource. 

With regard to claim 8, see the rejection of claim 1 and note a processor would 
be required to perform the shifting operation described in col 4 lines 38+. Also note the 
use of the term "processing module" in this paragraph. 

With regard to claim 9, note the discussion of a table above, and the mention of 
ports in AAPA. 

With regard to claim 10, note the system is optical. 

With regard to claim 1 1 , note wavelengths are used. 

With regard to claim 12, see the rejection of claims 1 and 8 and note that the 
means plus function limitations described in the specification are all met in Li et al. 
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With regard to claims 13-14, see the rejections above. 

7. Claim 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten to include the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

8. Of the prior art cited on the PTO-892, the examiner notes USPN 56991 77 in 
particular. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Blount whose telephone number is 571 - 272 - 
3071 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 - 5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Chau Nguyen, can be reached on 571 - 272 - 3126. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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